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Final Mass at 
St George’s
Chapel of Ease
Rainworth
Tuesday, 15th February 2022
Principal Celebrant:
Canon Joe Wheat

Vicar General of the Diocese of Nottingham
Parish Priest: 
Fr. John Kyne
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St George, Pray for us
Welcome to this thanksgiving Mass and commemorative booklet marking the closure of St George’s Chapel of Ease. 
Here you will find the order of Mass, photographs and some of the history of the site over the 61 year history of this church. The prayers chosen for the final Mass speak of us giving thanks to God. Although this will be for many people a sad occasion, we have much to give God thanks for -
· everyone who has worshipped in this area since c.1942
· for all those who have been baptised here, received the Eucharist, married here, been buried from here, and gathered to pray.

· For those who worked hard to raise funds and laboured voluntarily for the new church built in 1960
· The pictures in the booklet will remind you of past people and times. 

There is much to thank God for. 

Our readings for Mass encourage us to reflect on God’s faithful love for us; that with Christ at the centre of our lives, we need not fear. Trust in God’s providence will help us to face the future.  Our second reading, from 1 Corinthians, maybe gives us a challenge; be stewards of our faith and the mysteries of God. The Church’s mission in Rainworth is our task – to know God and to make God known through the building of His kingdom. Let us unite in ensuring that the Gospel is preached and lived in our area.  Trusting in God, with Christ as our strength and salvation, we enter with confidence into a new chapter of the life of the Catholic Community in Rainworth with confidence.

Entrance Hymn
Dear Lord and Father of mankind,
forgive our foolish ways:
reclothe us in our rightful mind;
in purer lives your service find,
in deeper reverence praise,
in deeper reverence praise.

In simple trust like theirs who heard,
beside the Syrian sea,
the gracious calling of the Lord
let us, like them, obey his word:
'Rise up and follow me, rise up and follow me!'

O sabbath rest by Galilee!
O calm of hills above,
when Jesus shared on bended knee
the silence of eternity
interpreted by love, interpreted by love!

Drop your still dews of quietness,
till all our strivings cease;
take from our souls the strain and stress,
and let our ordered lives confess
the beauty of your peace, the beauty of your peace.
Breathe through the heats of our desire
your coolness and your balm;
let sense be dumb, let flesh retire,
speak through the earthquake, wind and fire,
O still small voice of calm, O still small voice of calm!

Welcome and Greeting

Canon Joe:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit

All; 


Amen
Canon Joe:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
All:


And with your spirit.
Sprinkling Rite

Canon Joe: 
Dear friends, this water will be used to remind us of our baptism. Let us ask God to bless it and keep us faithful to the Spirit he has given us. 
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God our Father, your gift of water brings life and freshness to the earth; it washes away our sins and brings us eternal life. We ask you now to bless + this water, and to give us your protection on this day which you have made your own. Renew the living spring of your life within us and protect us in spirit and body, that we may be free 
from sin and come into your presence to receive your gift 
of salvation. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

All:


Amen
Canon Joe will move through the Church sprinkling everyone.  
Concluding prayer

Canon Joe: 
May almighty God cleanse us of our sins and, through the Eucharist we celebrate, make us worthy to sit at his table in his heavenly kingdom. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
All: 
Amen
Gloria

Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will. 

We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great glory, 

Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 

you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
Opening prayer
To which we respond

All: 


Amen

First reading   Isaiah 49; 14 – 15; I will never forget you
Reader:

The Word of the Lord

All: 


Thanks be to God

Responsorial Psalm Psalm 61

Response:

In God alone is my soul at rest

Second reading

1 Corinthians 4; 1 – 15; be a steward of God’s mysteries. 

Reader:

The Word of the Lord

All:


Thanks be to God
Gospel acclamation (sung)
Alleluia, Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia 
Gospel

Matthew 6; 24 – 34; do not worry about tomorrow

Fr John: 

The Lord be with you

All:


And with your spirit
Fr John: 
A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew

All:


Glory to you Lord. 

At the end of the Gospel

Fr John: 

The Gospel of the Lord

All: 


Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ
Homily   - Canon Joe 
Creed

I believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven, (bow during the next two lines)
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen
Intercessions
The response to each prayer; 

Reader:

Lord, in your mercy

All:  


Hear our prayer
The gifts of bread and wine are brought to the altar while we sing -

Offertory Hymn

Blest are you, Lord, God of all creation,

thanks to your goodness this bread we offer:
fruit of the earth, work of our hands, 

it will become the bread of life.

Blessed be God! Blessed be God! 

Blessed be God forever! Amen!

Blessed be God!  Blessed by God!

Blessed by God forever, Amen!
Blest are you, Lord, God of all creation.

Thanks to your goodness this wine we offer:

fruit of the earth, work of our hands, 
it will become the cup of life.

Eucharistic Prayer

The prayer will be one for special occasions: 
‘God guides His Church along the way of Salvation’

Holy Holy

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Memorial Acclamation
When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, 

we proclaim your Death, O Lord, until you come again.
If, for any reason, you do not wish to, or are unable to receive Holy Communion, do feel free to come forward for a blessing. As you approach the altar, just place an arm across your chest to indicate you want to receive a blessing rather than Holy Communion. 

Communion Hymn

Sweet heart of Jesus, fount of love and mercy, 

today we come, Thy blessing to implore;

O touch our hearts, so cold and so ungrateful, 

and make them, Lord, Thine own for evermore. 
Sweet heart of Jesus, we implore, 

O make us love Thee more and more. 

Sweet heart of Jesus, make us know and love Thee, 

unfold to us the treasures of Thy grace; 

that so our hearts, from things of earth uplifted, 

may long alone to gaze upon Thy face. 
Sweet heart of Jesus, make us pure and gentle, 

and teach us how to do Thy blessed will; 

to follow close the print of Thy dear footsteps, 

and when we fall - sweet heart, o, love us still. 

Sweet heart of Jesus, bless all hearts that love Thee, 

and may Thine own heart ever blessed be, 

bless us, dear Lord, and bless the friends we cherish, 

and keep us true to Mary and to Thee.
Jack Wheatley, whose firm built the church, used to play this at Sunday morning Mass for many years. He also built the Church Hall at St Patrick’s as the first church there.
Be still, my soul: the Lord is on thy side;
Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain;
Leave to your God to order and provide;
In every change He faithful will remain.
Be still my soul your best, your heavenly friend,
Through thorny ways, leads to a joyful end.
Be still, my soul: your God will undertake
To guide the future as He has the past.
Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake
All now mysterious shall be clear at last.
Be still, my soul; the tempests still obey
His voice; who ruled them once on Galilee.
Prayer after communion

To which we respond  All: 
Amen
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As part of our final prayers, Canon Joe will move to different places around the Church and lead a prayer of thanksgiving at each point:
Canon Joe:
Blessed are you, loving God.



In this place we have known your love.




We trust our future to your care. 

Blessed be God forever!

All: 


Blessed be God forever!
Canon Joe: 
As we leave this place of worship, 

we give thanks to God for all the blessings 

we have received here. 

Canon Joe moves to the font.

Canon Joe:
 Let us remember the baptisms celebrated here. (Pause)

God our Father, we thank you and praise for the life of faith given to all who have passed through the waters of new life at this font. 

Renew in us all our baptismal calling to be children of light and deepen in us our resolve to share in the mission of Christ. 

Blessed be God forever!

All: 


Blessed be God forever!
Canon Joe moves to stand at the lectern.

Canon Joe: 
Let us remember the power of God’s word proclaimed here in scripture and preaching. (Pause)


God our Father, we thank you and we praise you for your holy word proclaimed here in faith and preached here in sincerity. May it always echo in our hearts and be on our lips as we spread your Word by what we say and do.

Blessed be God forever!

All: 


Blessed be God forever!
Canon Joe moves to the side where there is a plaque of St. George.
Canon Joe: 
Let us remember the Patron Saint of this Chapel. (Pause) 


God our Father, the example of the saints leads on to a better life. May we, who give thanks for the dedication Chapel to St George continue to benefit from his prayer and protection and be faithful in imitating your Son.

Blessed be God forever!

All:


Blessed be God forever!
Canon Joe moves to the doors of the Chapel

Canon Joe:
Let pray for all who have entered through these doors and all those still to be welcomed into this community. (Pause)


God our Father, you call us to welcome the stranger and outcast. We give thanks for all who have found that welcome here. May we continue to reach out to those searching for the peace only you can give. 

Blessed be God forever!

All:


Blessed be God forever!
Canon Joe returns to the sanctuary and stands behind the altar

Canon Joe:
We remember the priests who ministered here with us as we gathered for the sacred banquet; the days on which we worshipped faithfully; the feast days of saints and martyrs; the weddings we rejoiced in and the lives of those who died that we celebrated; for the gatherings with our Christians friends; 

Let us pray. (longer pause)

God our refuge, our home is in you.


You are greater than any temple, church or cathedral that can be built by human hands, yet in this place we have met your divine majesty. From this altar we have received your blessings.


Protect us on our way, lead us on our journey and continue to nourish us and the people of Rainworth, with the body and blood of your Son.  We ask this through the same Christ our Lord.

All:
Amen
Canon Joe will remain on the Sanctuary and invite three people to come forward to receive items that will continue to be part of our community 
A Chalice: received by a Eucharistic Minister to symbolise the Eucharist we will continue to celebrate

The Lectionary: received by a reader to symbolise the Word of God that we will continue to hear and proclaim wherever we are.
Candles: received by a parishioner to remind us that together we must continue to share Christ’s light.
Final Blessing:
Canon Joe:
The Lord be with you

All:


And with your spirit. 
Canon Joe: 
God bless every step we take, 
every word we speak,



Every hand we shake, every truth we speak,




Every prayer we make – 
Today and everyday -

In our comings and goings.
And may the blessing of almighty God, the Father, and the Son, + and the Holy Spirit, come down on you and remain with you forever.

All:


Amen
Fr John:
The Mass is ended, go in peace, 

glorifying the Lord by your life

All:


Thanks be to God
Final hymn
I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry.

All who dwell in dark and sin, my hand will save.

I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright.

Who will bear my light to them?
Whom shall I send?

Here I am, Lord.  Is it I Lord?

I have heard you calling in the night.


I will go, Lord, if you lead me.



I will hold your people in my heart.

 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people’s pain.

I have wept for love of them; They turn away.

I will break their hearts of stone,

give them hearts for love alone.

I will speak my word to them. Whom shall I send?

I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame.

I will set a feast for them. My hand will save.

Finest bread I will provide till their hearts be satisfied

I will give my life to them.
Whom shall I send?
The altar represents Christ, the altar and the sacrifice. At the start and end of each Mass, the Bishop or Priest kisses the altar as an act of veneration of He who is at the centre of our life and worship. 
If you wish to venerate the altar– which will be our final sign of faith in this building – then please simply come forward during the recessional hymn, sanitise your hands and with reverence place your hand on the altar before going to the back of the Church.
After Mass, everyone is welcome to stay for some light refreshments. As we continue to celebrate the life of this community. 
A Brief History of the Church
Paul Cullen believes that John & Rona Wheatley from Ricket Lane, Blidworth were involved with the build of the Church, as John Wheatley at that time had his own building company. The Church was opened on the 12th July 1960.

Paul recalls his Dad saying to him, before St George’s was built that he, along with his siblings and parents (Paul’s  Grandparents) travelled to Blidworth to a GP’s house/surgery of Dr. Matthews for Sunday Mass. “For some years prior to 1942, Fr John Cuddon (ordained 1909, died 1946) of the Southwark Diocese used to come from time to time to say Mass. He was a brother-in-law to Dr. Matthews. Because Fr Cuddon was a sick man, he obtained permission to celebrate Mass in his brother in law’s house”.
From the beginning of Advent 1942, Mass was said regularly in Blidworth by a priest from Mansfield. After the death of Dr. Matthews in 1946, his successor, a non-Catholic, allowed Mass to continue to be celebrated weekly in his surgery. At times during the second world war, because of the demands for work in the pits, Mass attendance was very variable. Sometimes there were as few as eight people at Mass and the future looked less than hopeful. Then the numbers increased to such an extent that the surgery was not big enough to contain them. The Mass centre was moved to the Boys club in Belle Vue Lane, Blidworth and it was given the name St. George. In 1958, Bishop Ellis established the Parish of St. Patrick, Forest Town Mansfield and assigned to the new parish the villages of Blidworth and Rainworth. Over the years the people of St. George’s raised money and bought a site in Rainworth on which the Church of St. George was built. It was opened on 12th July 1960.  (cf Fr.A.Dolan) In 1984, an extension was made at the front and in 2009, alterations to the side chapel and disabled toilet were made. These were made by Back Building Contractors Ltd with the assistance of the Nottinghamshire Historic Churches Trust.  Paul Cullen remembers Fr. Hudson when St George’s was opened and later Fr. Tom Fitzgerald, whom he served as an altar boy. He also remembers the opening of St George’s Catholic Club, which opened exactly twelve years to the day after the opening of St George’s Church: 12th July 1972.
A highlight of the church’s history was the ordination of Fr John Ludden, a local boy, for the Diocese of Venice, Florida in May 1997.
For many years, the church played host to other social occasions including several Band Concerts, initially outdoors in the summer but latterly in the church itself at the beginning of Advent.
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                                 Kathleen, Christine Polyak and John Ludden with baby Gemma  
Ordination of John Ludden
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First Holy Communions 1973

In March 2020, because of COVID restrictions, Churches were closed and the final weekend Mass at St George’s was on 21st March 2020

15th February 2022

Final Mass of Thanksgiving 

Principal Celebrant, Canon Joe Wheat, 

Vicar General of the Diocese of Nottingham, 

assisted by Fr John Kyne, 

Parish Priest of St. Philip Neri, Mansfield 

St. Joseph’s, Shirebrook with St. Teresa’s, Warsop, 

St. Bernadette’s, Bolsover

St. Patrick’s Forest Town and St. George’s, Rainworth

Thank you….

· To Canon Joe for being with us today

· To all who have worked hard to prepare our Church by cleaning, flower arranging, stewarding and preparing the refreshments

· To all who prepared our liturgy and led it so beautifully

To every member of the parish who over the years has given his/her their time and efforts here at St. George’s. It is only through their dedication that we have such a good legacy to build on and take us into a new chapter of life.
Please pray for the priests who have served this community over the years

Fr John Cruddon RIP


Fr John O’Donnell

Fr Hudson RIP



Fr James Burke

Fr Tom Fitzgerald RIP


Fr Philip Holland

Fr Paddy Kearney RIP


Fr Christopher Thomas

Fr Sylvester Cotter RIP


Fr Stanley Ofoegbu

                                  Fr Paul Nellikulam

Assistant Priests

Fr JohnTavares



Fr Benedict Bullem Abuo

We end with the words of St. Bernadette -
‘If one dream should fall and break into a thousand pieces... never be afraid to pick one of those pieces up and begin again. That's the beauty of being alive... We can always start all over again. Enjoy God's amazing opportunities bestowed on us. Have faith in Him always...’


 St Bernadette Soubirous 


Fr. Fitzgerald





Jackie and Colin Massey - 02/09/1967





Brian and Joan McDonagh – July 1964





Fr Jim Burke and a Christmas Performance
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